
STATEMENT OF PARTY REPRESENTATIVES TO NTSB INVESTIGATION 

Aircraft Identification 

Registration Number N A ~  O C S  
Make and Model J++' I - r3  
Locat ion 
Date 

The undersigned hereby acknowledge that they are 
participating in the above-referenced aircraft accident or 
incident investigation (including any component tests and 
teardowris or si.mulator testing) on behalf of the party 
indicated adjacent to their name, for the purpose of 
provi.ding technical assistance to the National 
Transportation Safety Board. 

The undersigned further acknowledge that they have read the 
attached copy of 49 C.F.R. Part 831 and have familiarized 
themselves with 49 C.F.R. 5 831.11, which governs 
participation in NTSB investigations and agree to abide by 
the provisions of that regulation. 

It is understood that a party representative to an 
investigation may not occupy a legal position or be a person 
who also represents claimants or insurers. The placement of 
a signature hereon constitutes a representation that 
participation in this investigation is not on behalf of 
either claimants or insurers and that, while any information 
obtained may ultimately be used in litigation, participation 
is not for the purposes of preparing for litigation. 

By placing their signatures hereon, all participants agree 
that they will neither assert, nor permit to be asserted on 
their behalf, any privilege in litigation, with respect to 
information or documents obtained during the course of and 
as a result of participation in the NTSB investigation as 
described above. It is understood, however, that this form 
is not intended to prevent the undersigned from 
participating in litigation arising out of the accident 
referred to above or to require disclosure of the 
undersigned's communications with counsel. 

SIGNATURE NAME (Print) PARTY __ DATE 





49 CFR PART 831 
EBQBCTNK: JANUARY 18. 1999 

involving intemational civil aviation. In the case of 
an accident or incident in a foreign state involving 
civil aircraft of US. registry or msnufachve, where 
the foreign state i s  a signatory to Annex 13 to the 
Chicago Convention uf the lntemstionsl Civil 
Aviation Organizatiun, the state of nccurrence is 
responsible fur the investigation. If the accident or 
incident occurs in B foreign state not bound by the 
provisions of Annex 13 10 the Chicago Convention, 
or if the accident of incident involves B public 
sircrafi (Annex 13 applies only to civil aircraft), the 
conduct of the inveatigation ahall be in conmnsnce 
with any agreement entered into hetween the United 
States and the foreign state. 

(b) Sulface. The Board i s  responsible for the 
investigation of railroad accidents in which there i s  
A famlity, rubmntial property damage, or which 
involve a passenger train (see part 840 of this 
chapter); major marine casualties and marine 
accidents involving B public and non-public vessel 
or involving Coast Guard functions (nee part 850 of 
this chapten ;  hwhway accidents, inoluding railmad 
gradecmsaing scoidents, the investigation of which 
ia selected in cooperation with the States: and 
pipeline accidents in which there is B fatality, 
significant injury to the environment, or substantial 
property damage. 

T h e  Board i s  
also responsible for the inveatigatinn of an 
accidentiincidenl that UECUIB in connection with the 
transportatiiun of people 01 property which, in the 
judgment of the Board, is catastrophic, involves 
problems of a recurring character, or would 
otherwifie csny out the policy of the Independent 
Safety Bostd Act of 1974. This authority includes, 
but i s  not limited to, marine and boating accidents 
snd incidenta not covered by part 850 of this 
chapter, and accidsntslincidenls selected hy the 
Board involving transportation sndlor release of 
hazardow matmiale. 

5 831.3 Authority of Directors. 
The Direclora, Oftics of Aviation Safety, 

Office of Railroad Safety, Office of Highway 
Ssfaty, Office of Marine Sefely, and Office of 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety, subject to 
the pmviaionn of 5 831.2 and part 800 of this 
chapter, may order an investigation into any 
scoident or incident. 

$831.4 " l u t e  of Inwstigation. 
Accident and incident investigations are 

conducted by the Board to determine the facts, 
conditions, and circumrtancaa relating to an 
accident or incident and the probable cause@) 
theceof. These results are than wed to a~cemin 
measures that would beat and 10 prevent aimilsr 
accidents or incidents in the future. The 
invesligatiun includes the field investigation (on- 
B C B ~  at  the accident, testing, teardown, ctc.), 
report preparation, and, where ordered, a public 
hearing. The investigation results in Board 
conclusions issued in the form of B report or "brieP 
of the incident or accident. AccidenVincident 
investigationa a m  fact-finding proceedings with no 
formal issues and no adverse parties. They are not 
subject to the provisions of the Administrative 
Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 504 et ieq.), and me not 
conducted for the purpuse of determining the rights 
or liabilities of m y  psnan .  

8 831.5 
Any investigation of an accident or incident 

conducted by the Safety Board directly or puriuant 
1O the appendix to part 800 of this chapter (except 
major marine investigations conducted undar 49 

(c) Other AccidenhNncidents. 

Rlorlty of Board JnresUgaUoru. 

U.S.C. 1131(s)(1)0) has prio"ty over all other 
investigations of such accident or incident 
conducted by other Federal agencies. The Safety 
Board shall pmvide for the appropriate participation 
by other Federal agencies in m y  i w h  investigation, 
except that such agencies may not psrticipste in the 
Safety Board's delerminstion of the probable cause 
of the accident UT incident. Nothing in this section 
impaim the surhority of other Federal agencies to 
conduct inue8tigtigations of an eccidcnt or incident 
under spplicable provisions of law or to ubtein 
informetion directly from parties involved in,  and 
witnesses to, the lrsnsportstiun accident nr incident, 
provided they do 80 without interfering with the 
Safety Board's investigetion. The Safety Board and 
other Federal ageneie8 shall assure that sppropriste 
informstion obtained or developed in the ~ourse of 
their investigalians is  exchanged in a timely 
manner. 

% 831.6 Request to withbald InformaUon. 
(a) Trade Secrets Act (I6 U,S .C .  1905). 

Exemption 4 sf the Freedom of I n f u m t i m  Act (5 
U.S.C. 552) @'OW and Zhe Indqendent Sofety 
Board Act of 1974. m amended. 

(1) C h a r d  The Trade Secrets Act provides 
criminal penalties for unauthorized government 
disclosure of trade secrets and other specified 
wnfidentisl conlmerciai information. The Freedum 
of Information Act authorires withholding of such 
information; however, the Independent Ssfety 
Board Act, at 49 U.S.C. 1114(b), pmvidea that the 
Board may, under certain cilcummnces, disclose 
information related to trade 8ecrets. 

(2) Procedures. Infarmetion submitted IO the 
Board that the svbmitter believes qualifies as a trade 
secret ur wnfidentisl commercii1 information 
subject either to the Trade Secrets Act or FOIA 
Exemption 4 shall be so identified by the submitter 
on each and every page of auch document. The 
Board shall give the submitter of m y  information so 
identified, or informstiun the Board hsa substantial 
reason to believe qualities as B trade secret or 
confidential commercial information subject either 
10 the Trade Seorets Act or F O U  Exemption 4, the 
Opportunity to cnmment on any contemplated 
diaclosure, pursuant to 49 U.S.C. i114(b). In d l  
instances where the Board determines to diaclusa 
pursuant to 49 U.S.C. ii14(b) sndlor 5 U.S.C. 
552, at least 10 days' notice will bo provided the 
submitter. Notice may nut be provided the 
submitter when disclosure is required by R law other 
than FOJA if the information is not identified by the 

ng for withholding, B S  i s  
required by thii rubsection, unless the Board has 
substantial rewun to helieve that disclosure would 
result in wmpetitive harm. 

(3) Voluntarily-provided Safety Information. 
It i B  the policy of the Safely Board that commercial, 
safety-related information provided to it  vuluntarily 
and not in the context of particular accidenthcident 
investigations will not be diaclwed. Reference to 
such information for the purposes of safety 
recommendations will be undertaken with 
consideration for tho wnfidentisi nature of the 
underlying databaae(8) 

(b) Other. Any perron may mske wtiifen 
objection lo the public disclosure of m y  other 
information contained in m y  repon or document 
filed, or otherwise nhtained by the Board. stating 
lha grounds for such objection. The Board, on its 
own initiative 01 if such objection i s  made, may 
order such information withheld frvm public 
dimlosure when, in its judgment, the infurmation 
may be withheld under the pruviiions of an 
exemption 10 the Freedom of Information Act (5 
U.S.C. 552, see part 801 uf this chapter), and itn 
release i s  found not to be in the public interest. 



§ 831.7 Right to representation. 
Any peram interviewed hy an authorized 

reprerentarive of the Board during the investigation, 
regsrdlear of the form of the interview (sworn, 
unsworn, transcribed, not transcribed, etc.), has the 
right to be accompanied, represented, or advised by 
a” attorney or “on-attorney representative. 

P 831.8 Iniestigator-in-eharge. 
The designated investigator-in-char~ (110 

organizes, conducts, c~ntrols ,  and manages the 
field phase of the investigation, regardlesi of 
whether B Board Member is aliu on-scene at the 
accident or inoident fiite. (The role of the Board 
member st the scene of an accident investigation is 
RS the offreid spokesperson for the Safety Board.) 
The IIC has the responsibility and authority to 
supervise and coordinate all resources and activities 
of ail personnel, both Board and nun-Board, 
involved in the on-site inveatigatiun. The IIC 
continues to have conriderable organizational end 
managament reapponsibiiitiea throughout later phases 
of the investigation, up tcI end including Board 
cnnsideratian end adoption of B report or bnef of 
probable cause(s) 

§ 831.9 Authority of Board representatives. 
(8)  Gerternl. Any employee of the Board, 

upon presenting sppropnate credentials, is 
authorized to enter any property where an 
amidentiincident subject to the Board’s juriadictiun 
has occurred, or wrecksge from any a w h  
scsidenthcident is located, and du ail things 
considered necessary fur proper inveetigstinn. 
Further, upon demand of an authorized 
repreaentative of the Board and presentation of 
credentials, any Government agency, or person 
having possession or control of any transportation 
vehicle or component thcreof, any facility, 
equipment, process or controls relevant to the 
investigation, or m y  pertinent records or 
memoranda, including ail files, hospital records, 
and correspondence then or thereatbr exiiting, and 
kept 01 required to be kept, shall forthwith permit 
inrpection, photographing, or copying thereof by 
such authorized repreaentative for the purpose of 
investigating an nccident or incident, or prepr ing  a 
study, or related to any special investigation 
pemining to safety or the prevention of accidents. 
The Safely Board may issue B subpoena, 
enforceable in Federal district court, to obtain 
testimony or other evidence. Authurizsd 
representatives of the Board may question any 
person having knowledge relev~nl to an 
accident/incidenl, study, or special investigation. 
Authurized representatives of the Board slso have 
exclusive authority, on behalf of the Board, to 
decide the way in which any testing will be 
conducted, including decisions on the person that 
will conduct the test, the type of test that will be 
conducted. and m y  individual who will witness the 
rest. 

Any employee uf the Board 
upon presenting appropriate credentials is 
authorized to examine and test to the extent 
necessary any civil aircraft, aircraft engine, 
propeller. appliance, or property aboard m aircraft 
inwived in an accident in air commerce. 

(c) Surfnee. (1) Any employee of the Board, 
upon presenting sppropnate credentials, i s  
authorized to test or examine any vehicle, ves8el, 
rolling stock, track, pipeline component, or any 
part of such item when such examination or testing 
is determined to be required for purposes of such 
investigation, 

(2) Any examination or tenting shnli be 
conducted in wch R manner so as not to interfere 
with or obstruct unnecessarily the transportation 
SeNiCeS pmvided by the owner oc operator of such 

(b) Aviation. 

vehicle, veasel, rolling stack. track, or pipeline 
component, and shall be conducted in such B 

manner so as to preserve, to the maximum extent 
feasible, any evidence relating to the transportation 
accident, consistent with the needs of the 
investigation and with the cooperstion of such 
owner U T  operator. 

g 831.10 Autopsies. 

The Board is authorized to obtain, with or 
without reimbursement, a copy of the report of 
autopsy performed by State or local o f E ~ i s l s  on m y  
person who dies as B m u l l  of having been involved 
in a transportation accident within the jurisdiction of 
the Board. The investigatnr-in-oharge, on behalf of 
the Board, m y  order an autopsy or seek other testa 
of such persons LIS  may be necessary to the 
investigation. provided that to the extent consistent 
with the needs of the accident invsstigation, 
provisions of local law prulacting religious beliets 
with respect to autopsies ahall be observed. 

§ 831.11 Parties to the in~&tgation. 
(a) AN Inveatigatiom, regardless o / m d e .  
(1) The inveatigstnr-in-char~e designates 

parties to participate in the investigation. Parties 
ahall be limited to those persons. government 
agencie8, companies, and associations whose 
employees, functions, activities, or produdu were 
involved in the accident or incident and who can 
provide suitable qualified technical personnel 
actively to assist in the investigation. Other than 
the FAA in sviation cmei, no other entity is 
afforded the right tu participate in Board 
investiations. 

(2) Panicipnnta in the investigation (Le., 
party representatives, party coordinators, sndlor the 
larger party organization) shall be responsive to the 
direction of Board representatives and may lwe 
party status if they do not comply with their 
assigned duties and activity proscriptionr 01 

instructions, or if they condust themaelves in B 

manner prejudicial to the investigation. 
(3) No party to the investigation shall be 

represenled in any aspect nf the NTSB investigation 
by any person who n l m  represents claiments or 
insurers. No party representative may occupy a 
legal paairion (see B 845.13 of this chapter). 
Failure to comply with these provisions may result 
in sanctions, including io88 of status 

(4) Title 49, United Stale8 Cude $ I132 
provides for the appropnste participation of the 
FAA in Board investigstions. and 8 1131(s)(Z) 
provides for such participation hy other 
departments, agencies, or instrumentalities. The 
FAA and those other entities that meet the 
requirements of psrsgraph (@(I) of this section will 
he parties to the investigation with the same rights 
and privileges and subject to the same limitations a1 
other parties, provided however that represenlatives 
of the FAA need not sign the ‘Skztsnunl o/ Party 
Reprplesenlti~cs lo NlXB hvcstigdion” (see 
paragraph @) of this section). 

(b) Aviation invmtigalions. In addition to 
compliance with the provisions of paragraph (a) of 
this section, and tu assist in ensuring complete 
understanding uf the requirements and limitations of 
party titatus, all party representatives in aviation 
investigations nhnll sign “Skzremni of Parry 
Rcpres~nkztives lo NTSB Invrnigotion” immediately 
upon attaining perty representative ~ N S ,  Failure 
timely to sign that statement may result in sandiuna, 
including loss of *tatus as a party. 

5 831.12 Access to and release of ar&age, 
records, mail, and cargo. 

(a) Only the Board’s sccident investigation 
personnel, and peraans authorized by the 
investigator-in-charge to participate in my 
psniculsr investigation, examination or testing shell 

a party. 

2 

be permitted access to wreckage, records. mail. or 
cargo in the Board’s custody. 

(b) Wreckage, records, mail, and cargo in the 
Board’s custody shall be released by an authorized 
representative of the Board when it io determined 
that the Board hsr nu tLrther need of such 
wreckage, mail, cargo, or records. When such 
material is released, Form 6120.15. ‘Release of 
Wreckage.” wiii be completed, acknowledging 
receipt. 

% 831.13 Flow and dissemination of accident or 
incident infomation. 

Release of information during the tieid 
investigation, psrti~ularly 81 the accident scene. 
shall be limited to factual developments, and shsil 
be made only through the Board Member present at 
the accident scene, the representative of the Board’s 
Ofice of Public Affairs, or the investigator-in- 
charge 

@) Ail information concerning the sccident or 
incident obtained by m y  permon nr organization 
participating in the invertigstion rhali be passsd to 
the IIC thruugh appropriate channels before being 
provided to my individual outside the investigatmn. 
Parties to the investigation may relay to lhelr 
raapective orgsnizations information necessary fur 
purposes of prevention or remedial action. 
However, no information concerning the accident 
or incident may be releasad to m y  person not B 

party representative tu the investigation (including 
non-party representative employees of the party 
organization) before initial release by the Safety 
Board withuut prior cnnsuitation and approval of 
the IIC. 

§ 831.14 Proposed findings. 
(8) General. Any person, govemment 

agency, company, or association whose smployrcr. 
functions, activities, or products were involved in 
an sccident or incident under investigation may 
ruhmit to the Board written proposed findings to be 
drawn from the evidence pruduced during the 
Course of the investiatiun, a prnponed probable 
cause, andlor prupured safety recommendations 
designed to prevent iuture nccidents. 

(b) Timing of submissions. To be considered, 
thew suhmisaions must be received before the 
matter is calendared for consideration at B Board 
meeting. All written submissions are expected to 
have heen presented to staff in advance of the 
formal scheduling of the meeting. This procedure 
ensure* orderly and thorough consideration of sil 
views. 

(c) Erception. This limitation does not apply 
to safety enforwment case8 handled by the Board 
pursuant tu part 821 of this chapter. Separate ex 
porle rules, at part 821, subpart J, apply to those 
proceedings. 
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(a) 


